LIFE  IN  THE  CHATEAU

held to be a prudent policy. " Our desires are
augmented by difficulty"; therefore no marauder
should be tempted to rob him of his worldly
goods by the ambition of achieving a feat in the
fine art of looting. Wandering bands of soldiers
In a disturbed district during the civil wars might
have thought it a gallant thing to capture a
Catholic gentleman's chateau If he had defended
It; and so Montaigne would have no defence.

"I make their conquest of my house dastardly and
treacherous; It is never shut to any one that knocks; It
has no other provision but a porter, of ancient custom and
ceremony, who does not so much serve to defend my gate
as to offer It with more decorum and grace; I have no
other guard nor sentinel than what the stars provide me
with. A gentleman wrongs himself In making a show of
defence, when he cannot thoroughly defend himself. . . .
This Is my retreat wherein to rest me from the wars. I
endeavour to withdraw this corner from the public tem-
pest, as I do another corner in my soul. Our war may
change its forms, may multiply and diversify Itself Into
new parties; for my part, I stir not Among so many
houses put In defence, I myself alone amongst those of my
rank, so far as I know, in France, have trusted merely to
heaven, for the protection of mine, and have never removed
plate, deeds, or hangings. I would neither fear nor save
myself by halves. If a full acknowledgment can gain the
Divine favour, it will remain with me to the end; If not,
I have continued long enough to make my continuance re-
markable, and worthy of record. How? It is full thirty
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